Honour Village Cambodia
December 2018 Newsletter

Christmas decorations in Siem Reap, 2018

All of us here at Honour Village Cambodia send our best wishes to all of our
supporters and friends throughout the world for a happy and healthy 2019!

Keep in touch! Visit our website and Facebook page:
●

Website: www.honourvillage.org

●

Facebook: www.facebook.com/HonourVillageCambodia

●

For more information, ideas on fundraising, or enquiries
regarding volunteering, email us at
info@honourvillagecambodia.org
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As usual, the last six months have been busy!

លាសិនហ ើយ

Our 2017-18 long term volunteers left us in July and
August. They leave us knowing that they are part of
our history and family.Without them HVC could not
function as a school, so a BIG THANK YOU TO THEM
and a huge Honour Village WELCOME to our new
intake.

លាសិនហ យើ (Lia suhn haoy), or
perhaps just - au revoir!

Our nine new volunteers threw themselves into the month-long teacher-training programme and
are using their new skills in planning and delivering our English curriculum. We have representatives
from America, the UK, France, and Israel, all bringing their interests, enthusiasm, and skills to
volunteering.
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Above: Our Volunteer Team with Teacher Training Certificates and Khmer Teaching staff.

Our Khmer teaching staff have taken advantage of free English Teacher Training at the Angkor Tree
Project, each of the 20 modules contributing to a TEFL qualification. Staff attend Saturdays and they
have included these new skills in our Volunteer training.

School term ended on 31st August after two weeks of activities for the students, culminating in our
choir (below) singing our school song specially written by our Founder Sue Wiggans.
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September and October were spent planning the next school year, carrying out repairs, cleaning and
shopping.

Repairs involve a lot of sand and gravel.

Four of our former residents (below) started university in October and are studying electronics,
English, engineering and accountancy. Their courses include English and Chinese lessons.

We’re proud of you, boys!
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At the other end of our age range, our Khmer
Kindergarten (KG) continues to thrive with 87
students aged 3 to 5 years together with a
further 54 students attending English
speaking KG. Kindergarten, the library and
playroom activities have been sponsored for
some years by a one of our very generous
German donors. This start in life for our rural
students prepare them for a love of learning
which will serve them throughout life.
We are now also seeing the progress of some
of our 11-year-old students who have
attended HVC English classes for seven years.

This early start in KG has produced confident,
English-speaking students, now moving up to
High School.
HVC continues to support families where our
former residents were helped back into family
communities, with a two former residents
living in foster care and five others in our local
group home. As well as this ongoing
monitoring and support programme, HVC also
funds school uniforms and books to the many
who remain in education or vocational
training.

Since July this year we have welcomed back
previous volunteers Michelle, Hannah,
Kirsten, Abbie, Kian, Trish, Chloe, Emily and
Jillian. Some are at university, some are
working, and some are travelling through
the region. The students love reuniting with
their previous teachers and we remain very
grateful for the continued support and their
fund raising as a group this year.

Our Social Worker, Sokhoan, left us for a new challenge working
with young offenders. He did an amazing job in the 16 months
with HVC and secured foster placements, vocational training
courses and continued to develop the external group home for
our remaining residents, gaining the respect of the whole
community. He is sorely missed, especially for his football skills by
many of the students, and of course for his commitment by us all.
Kimley, who has worked as a Social Work assistant, as well as an
administrator for the school, has agreed to complete further
training so that she can take over the Social Work role. She knows
all of the former residents as well as many of the students and we
are looking forward to continuing to develop this role into
educational social work and supporting students. This is only
possible with the support from our German sponsors Kinderdorf
Kambodscha and Humanitas Aichach.
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Mak Kay, (on right), a long-serving cook and housemother at HVC
also left us due to ill health. She has long been a very valued
member of staff. As we no longer have residents, a decision was
made not to replace Mak Kay in an effort to save money,
something we try to do without reducing our effectiveness. We
do miss her lovely smiling face and her wonderful Khmer cooking
skills.

Liz, Gail, and Leslie (UK) presented a two-day Social Work course
(below) based on HVC’s successful repatriation programmes.
Participants attended from many areas of Cambodia and
enthusiastically embraced the programme of assessment,
funding, developing their own projects and therapies. A follow-up
group has returned to HVC for further information. The feedback
has been wonderful and we hope to be seen as a centre of
excellence in this field.

Above: Members of the Social Work course.
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Again, we were very lucky to receive return visits from
SCHEC (Support for Cambodian Health Education and
Communities – Japan), and from GIC (Singapore). We
benefited from some wonderful gifts and donations that
will be so valuable for education and help make a great
Christmas for all our students.
Students were also treated to a demonstration on
maintaining dental hygiene and entered into the spirit with
great gusto.

Below: The team from GIC (Singapore) with our Country Director, Sothearos, and on the pitch with HVC
students, staff and volunteers.
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Above: Our accountant Meas with new glass-fronted whiteboards and fans donated by SCHEC - Thanks to our donors!

The visit by SCHEC was combined with our own
mini water festival (to coincide with the annual
water festival held in Cambodia at this time)
where games using copious amounts of water
certainly cooled everybody down.
GIC provided a day of indoor and outdoor fun
and games of which the Pinata and tug of war
proved very popular.
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At the time of writing we are preparing for our yearly Christmas party on December 23rd with all
hands on deck to help wrap presents, and our staff, volunteers, and Board are looking forward to the
New Year.

As elsewhere in the world, there are many charities that need your help. We have noticed a
downturn in donations in recent years and keeping HVC running is a yearly challenge. The cost of
living here went up by 4 % in 2017/18 and it is predicted as 2.9% for 2018/19. We continually make
savings wherever we can and aim to increase efficiency wherever possible.
As ever, thanks you to you all for your continued support. We continue to ensure that 100% of our
money donated (less minor banking charges) is used for HVC benefits in local staffing salaries,
repairs, education and social work for the benefit of our students, families and the local community.
If you are planning on fundraising, or would like help, support, advice or promotional material please
do get in touch with us at info@honourvillagecambodia.org
or via our website www.honourvillage.org and we'd be only
too pleased to help. And if you are reading this online, just
click the Virgin Moneygiving logo on the right!
Sothearos, Sean, Sylvia, and everyone at HVC would like to thank you all very much indeed for your
continued support, and wish you a wonderful holiday and a great New Year!
● Sylvia McReynolds ● Sean McReynolds ● Sothearos
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