Welcome to our Summer 2017 Newsletter. A lot of changes have happened in the last
few months, but our commitment to our wonderful community of children, families,
staff, volunteers, and supporters remains as strong as ever!

The biggest change in the first half of the year was of course Mak Sue (Sue Wiggans)
retiring back to the UK. Staff, students, residents both past and present, volunteers, the
local community, and many more helped us give Sue the send-off she so deserved. Sue
is a hard act to follow but Sylvia and Sean are working with Chhunly, the HVC Country
Director, to the values and standards set by her.
Although retired, Sue continues to mentor Sylvia and Sean via email, since seven years
of experience can't be learnt in six short months. All being well, Sue will return for a
month in October to help run the Teacher Training course and of course catch up with
the students and residents.

Goodbye to Sue!

February saw a team of employees from GIC Singapore (www.gic.com.sg), headed up by Titus,
spend the day at HVC. They brought and organised games and activities to suit all ages of students.
In addition to buying educational materials, the visitors also gave a
generous donation towards our building project of extra classrooms.
(If you, too, would like to help with this great project, please get in
touch, or if you are reading this online, click the Virgin Moneygiving
logo on the right!)
Since the visit, Titus has told us that the team are planning to return in November. Visits like this
are very special to the school, with carefully planned and organised activities promoting team
work, meeting with different cultures, new experiences, lots of fun and a break from formal
learning!

Titus presents a donation for HVC to Chhunly, HVC’s Country Director
In March, we had a visit from Guy Atkins, the father of Emily, one of last year's volunteers, and his
family. Guy, who works with Jo Bird and Company (UK), has generously offered to send a team of
employees to HVC to replace safety catches and hinges on our shutters. In high winds and storms
these seem to blow in without warning, sending the shutters flying through the air and onto the
ground. Guy is also going to help train and support our maintenance staff to organise and service
tools and equipment.

Guy Atkins with Chhunly and volunteers

Another welcome visit was from our Isle of Wight friends Ken and Petua Magee. Ken and Petua
have supported Sue from the word go, sponsoring children and donating when possible. They
were astounded at how much our organisation has grown from just a muddy rice field.

Ken and Petua Magee visit Honour Village Cambodia

Two weddings and a birth!
HVC celebrated the marriages of Visith (teacher) and Meas (accountant). Weddings are such a
big celebration here in Cambodia, starting at 3 am on the first day and lasting up to three days.
Staff volunteers and residents all joined in with wishing them every happiness. Ben, one of our
Project Trust volunteers, had the honour of being one of many best men.

Visith's Wedding

Meas Wedding

Above: Meas Wedding. Right: Visith’s Wedding

Our Accounts Assistant Ratha is leaving
us after almost 2 years. She has
managed a full time job, studying at
University for her accounting degree
and bringing up a family. Ratha will be
greatly missed, as she has been a
wonderful role model for our residents
and senior students with a ready smile
all the time. Although sad to see her
go, we are always delighted when one
of our staff move onto greater things,
and Ratha has landed a very safe and
secure position with a bank which will
give her and her family stability in the
future.

Ratha with Mak Sue

In other happy news, Sokhon (Senior Teacher) gave birth to her
second daughter. We are looking forward to welcoming Sokhon
back from maternity leave.

Growing Pains!
Honour Village continues to provide Khmer kindergarten to over
eighty 3-5 year olds, with Cambodian government committed to
preschool education. English classes are run for 50 students aged 5+ by our teacher Sokhy. The
students work to a curriculum and when they move to the upper school will not require the starter
class. This achievement is down to introducing a second language as early as possible together with
excellent teaching.
Numbers have increased in the upper school to 310, taking our registration up to 394. Space is at a
premium and smaller classes are held in our Teacher's room, in the resource room, on landings, and
even in Chhunly's room when available.
A packed Dining Room

Building two extra classrooms is still a long term project for HVC. If we don’t succeed in that, Plan B,
splitting the dining room to create extra teaching spaces, is one other option, although since it is such a
great space for the whole school to get together it would be a shame to lose it, even if it would require
less funding!
Volunteers continue to provide many of the teaching hours along with our three teachers. Our
partnership with Project Trust continues with four young women joining us in August. We were lucky
to have long term volunteers from Eurasianet (www.eurasianet.eu) this year. The volunteers are all
from France and the experience has been so successful that we are in the process of welcoming four
long term volunteers for teacher training in October.
So far, this year we have been a
multi cultural group of
volunteers representing Mexico,
Scotland, England, France,
Holland, Australia, Germany,
Malaysia and Cambodia.
Volunteers bring a variety of
required skills, experience, and
most of all energy. The students
are getting a greater knowledge
of the world and its people. Our
International Children's day was
full of learning from around the
world.

Moving On Up!
Our older residents, past and present, continue to
work hard. A typical day is to rise at 6 am, shower and
dress, have breakfast and leave Honour Village at 7
am, attend school in Siem Reap, study for three
hours, return to HVC, have lunch, change clothes,
study English for an hour, and attend extra classes
locally for two hours. Evening is a meal, laundry, help
with cooking and preparation of food, homework and
bed at 8 pm, six days a week. On Sundays, the
residents improve their life skills with cooking, clean
their room, homework and occasional trips out with
volunteers. Those who live in the community will help
with household chores, cattle, working in the fields,
caring for younger family members or helping with
the small family business.
It’s important for the young adults to have different
kinds of support in the transition to becoming
independent and living and working independently,
and our older residents are only able to do this
because of the kindness of our sponsors.
Two of our older residents Yeoung and Rat (shown
right) graduated from their moto repair course. They
have both secured a three-month trial as technicians
at the training centre. This is a great achievement and
we hope that this will become permanent.

Now what country is that?

Mesa (right) graduated from Lotus World beauty
school and she returned home to live with her family
of siblings. She has just completed a three-month
apprenticeship near her home. Our Social work team
continue to visit the family every two weeks to give
support, supplies of food and allowance.
One focus in our programme of learning for the next
academic year is to bring in outside speakers and
organise field trips to look at opportunities for our
residents’ future employment/study.
As part of this, four students interested in nursing
attended an afternoon visit and lecture at Angkor
Children's Hospital. This has helped the students
choose extra classes in the relevant subjects to help
enable them access to their chosen career.
Meanwhile, one of our residents who would like to
teach in future is currently helping teach English to
our younger students and working alongside
volunteers.

Mesa's graduation.

Students visit Angkor Children's Hospital.
Two of our long term sponsors were unable to continue to sponsor two of our students. Luckily, a local
Cambodian organisation CRST (www.cambodianruralschooltrust.org) approached us and our two
young men sat an entry exam which they passed with flying colours. Although, they did not succeed in
the second process in interview, they really enjoyed the challenge and we are so proud of their
academic achievement and the positive comments on their command of English. They were up against
some very good competition for much prized places and we have secured sponsorship for them for
next year. We would like to thank all our sponsors of individual students for their help and generosity,
and if you know someone who might be interested in sponsoring a student, please let us know!

Our buildings and equipment are showing signs of wear and tear after almost seven years of constant
use. We battle with extreme heat, monsoon rains, ants and bugs who seem determined to undermine
our efforts. Constant maintenance keeps us upright, and of course we recycle whenever possible.
The fall in the value of sterling has unfortunately made a huge difference to our international budget,
with 75% of our funding coming via our UK sister charity. Our request for support in 2017 and 2018
remains the same: cake sales, car boot sales, marathons or even sitting in a bath of baked beans can all
provide much needed income as well as fun (not sure about the beans!).
If you are planning on fundraising, or would like help, support, advice or promotional material please
do get in touch with us at info@honourvillagecambodia.org or via our website and we'd be only too
pleased to help.
Sean and Sylvia would like to thank you all very much indeed for your continued support. As
fundraisers and supporters, they have raised money for HVC in many ways over the years. As
volunteers, they have seen how the money is spent and where it is needed, and now as leaders, they
ensure that your money is spent wisely and carefully. Please help us to continue to support our
reintegrated family, our residents and bring educational opportunities to rural children!
You can keep in touch with our latest news via our Facebook page and pass it on to your friends and
relatives. It is wonderful to be able to share the good news from Honour Village with the global
community!
Sylvia and Sean would like to thank Sue for her words of wisdom just when it is needed, and the Board
and Trustees for their constant support.
Best wishes for a great summer in 2017!

● Sylvia McReynolds
● Sean McReynolds

Visit our website and Facebook page:
● Website: www.honourvillagecambodia.org
● Facebook: www.facebook.com/HonourVillageCambodia
● Finally, for more information, ideas on fundraising,
or enquiries regarding volunteering, visit us at
info@honourvillagecambodia.org

One of the easiest and safest ways to donate is through
Virgin Moneygiving. Just search for “Honour Village,” or if
you are reading this online, just click the logo on the right!

